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Art Day Celebration!
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Please join the PTA for our 2nd Art Day Celebration! Bring your
kid(s) to Hilltop on February 25th or 26th to use paint, stickers, and
stencils to create a nature themed painting. The PTA will be
offering the option to have the painting printed on cards - $10/10
cards.
Art Day hours:
February 25th from 4-6pm
February 26th from 9-11am

Find us and LIKE us on

We are in need of volunteers to help – please email Jessica

Facebook!

Wiedmaier (jessica.wiedmaier@gmail.com) if you are available.

Donations for Children’s Mercy
And PINTEREST!

Visit our NEW website:
www.bvecpta.com

Please bring new boxes of Glad Press 'n Seal Wrap to Hilltop
Learning Center (7700 W 143rd St) the week of February 22nd February 26th. The Press 'n Seal will be donated to Children’s
Mercy Hospital Clinics to use with children (to cover wounds
and ports). Thank you in advance for your help with this
wonderful community service project!

Upcoming Events:
February 22nd -26th bring Glad Press ’n Seal Wrap to Hilltop
Art Day –
February 25th from 4-6pm at Hilltop
February 26th from 9-11am at Hilltop
Thursday, February 25th at 4pm Playgroup with Educator Sarah Unrein
Monday, March 7th at 7:30pm – PTA Meeting at Hilltop Learning Center
Tuesday, March 8th at 10am Playgroup with Educator Diane Schmidt
Tuesday, March 22nd at 10am Playgroup with Educator Diane Schmidt

Volunteers Still Needed
The Blue Valley Early Childhood PTA is in need of volunteers for the different
positions on the board and to help organize various events held throughout the year.
Please consider becoming more involved with this wonderful organization. Currently,
we are in need of a membership coordinator, event coordinator, and committee
members to help plan an event in the April/May to celebrate being awarded a
National School of Excellence. If you are interested, please email Arika Ledom at
bvearlychildhoodpta@gmail.com. Thank you!
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Activities & Ideas:
FOUR FOAM BLOCK BUILDING IDEAS
Floating Structures
All you need is water, foam blocks and bubbles if desired! Experiment on this
unstable surface and children will find out how different balancing works on water.
Most children start out using blocks for the sole purpose of knocking them down
when they are babies and toddlers, so add a blaster, and kids will use the water
pressure as a way to knock down their structures. Take turns building and trying to
knock each other's creations down. Knocking stuff down is still fun no matter how
old you are!

Sticky Buildings
Contact paper's sticky surface is strong enough to hold
lightweight blocks, and can stand up to many changes in
building plans. Use painter’s tape to tape down all sides of
your contact paper sticky side up on the floor, or a wall
and let the building begin!

Tracing Layouts and Letters
Instead of building vertically, build horizontally on
your driveway and add chalk. Trace and color
different layouts, name the "towns" you create, and
then use the blocks to form letters to trace out
names. The same can be done on large paper with
marker, crayons, or paint!

Shaving Cream Layering
For this particular activity, it helps to encourage your children
to think like a brick layer. Offer a variety of spreading tools
from your kitchen, add a bowl or pile of shaving cream, and
start layering. Shaving cream creates a bond and makes the
blocks stick together. Have fun exploring new territory with
your building. Wouldn't your future carpenters, engineers, or
architects enjoy a new sensory experience with blocks?

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle
In autumn, a strong wind blows flower seeds high in
the air and carries them far across the land. One by
one, many of the seeds are lost -- burned by the sun,
fallen into the ocean, eaten by a bird. But some
survive the long winter and, come spring, sprout
into plants, facing new dangers -- trampled by playing
children, picked as a gift for a friend. Soon only the
tiniest seed remains, growing into a giant flower and,
when autumn returns, sending its own seeds into
the wind to start the process over again.

And Then It’s Spring by Julie Fogliano and Erin E.
Stead
Following a snow-filled winter, a young boy and his
dog decide that they've had enough of all that brown
and resolve to plant a garden. They dig, they plant,
they play, they wait . . . and wait . . . until at last, the
brown becomes a more hopeful shade of brown, a
sign that spring may finally be on its way.

For more great book ideas check out our
Pinterest page by clicking HERE!

